LaPorte County Coroner

809 State St. Suite E-20
LaPorte, IN 46350
(219) 326-6808 ext. 7900 — Fax (219) 324-3811

Lynn Swanson, MDI

LaPorte County Coroner

Date: November 06, 2025
Subject: La Porte County Accidental Overdose Data Summary Report (2021-2024)
Dear Coroner Swanson,

We are submitting the La Porte County Accidental Overdose Data Summary Report for the period from
January 2021 through December 2024. This report compiles aggregated data from coroner reports
available in the Coroner Case Management System and examines 151 recorded accidental overdose
cases. It provides a detailed analysis of key demographic and circumstantial factors (including age
distribution, occupational status, and temporal trends) that are essential for guiding our county’s
accidental overdose prevention efforts.

Our goal in preparing this report is to offer clear, data-based insights that can support targeted
prevention planning and inform resource allocation across our community. We have taken great care to
ensure that the data are presented in a manner that upholds confidentiality while still conveying the
critical trends in the county.

We appreciate your leadership and continued support in addressing this sensitive public health issue.
We welcome any feedback you may have on the report, and look forward to discussing how we can
further enhance our county’s accidental overdose prevention strategies based on these findings.

Sincerely,

Christopher W. Drapeau, PhD, MDI, HSPP Nathan Antisdel

Deputy Coroner - Psychological Autopsies Suicide and Overdose Case Reviewer
La Porte County Coroner's Office La Porte County Coroner's Office

Phone: (219) 730-6765
Email: cdrapeau@laporteco.in.gov

Page 1 of 14


mailto:cdrapeau@laporteco.in.gov

Executive Summary

This report summarizes accidental overdose deaths in La Porte County from 2021
through 2024. A total of 151 accidental overdose deaths were identified in coroner
case records during this period. The majority of decedents were men (62.25%) and

were most commonly between 25 and 44 years old (58.94%). Most cases involved
individuals identified as White (87.42%).

Toxicology findings indicated that fentanyl was the most commonly detected
substance, followed by methamphetamine, amphetamine, and THC. Multiple
substances were frequently present in the same case. Slight variation in average
daily overdose deaths was observed across the year, with somewhat higher averages
in spring and summer and lower averages in winter, though these differences were
modest and should be interpreted cautiously.

When occupation information was available, many decedents had histories of
employment in construction, skilled trades, industrial, or transportation work, with
others not currently in the workforce at the time of death. However, occupational
information was missing for a large proportion of cases, limiting interpretation.

Overall, these findings provide descriptive information that can help support
planning, prevention outreach, and follow-up support strategies in La Porte County.
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Report Overview

Data Sources:
e Coroner Reports from the Coroner Case Management System (CMS) were used to
provide official documentation.

Methodology: Data were collected from 2021-2024 and aggregated due to low annual counts

for the sake of preserving confidentiality. Data with low values were combined into a new
category or suppressed in instances where there were no suitable categories.

151 Total Accidental Overdose Deaths from 2021-2024
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The top three death investigators by number of cases: Donald Antisdel (37), Jennifer
Banks (31), and Lynn Swanson (21)
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Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by 10-year Age
Group, La Porte County, 2021-2024
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Note: “sup” indicates data values that have been suppressed due to confidentiality concerns

Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by Sex, La Porte
County 2021-2024

94

Male = Female

From 2021 to 2024 in La Porte County, approximately 1.65 men died by accidental
overdose for every woman that died by overdose
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Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by Marital
Status, La Porte County, 2021-2024

Unknown 23

Divorced 23

Married 29

Never Married
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Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by City of
Injury, La Porte County, 2021-2024

® Michigan City = LaPorte = Other = Unknown

Note. City of Injury refers to the location where the overdose occurred, which may differ from the location where death was officially
pronounced (e.g., when an individual is transported to a hospital emergency department and later pronounced deceased). An Other

category was included in the above figure to group together towns and cities with very small counts. This was done in order to protect
decedent confidentiality.
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Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by City of Death, La
Porte County, 2021-2024

= Michigan City = La Porte = Other

Note. An Other category was included in the above figure to group together towns and cities with very small counts. This was done in
order to protect decedent confidentiality.

Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by Injured at Home
Status, La Porte County, 2021-2024

®Yes mNo = Unknown
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Number of Accidental Overdoses by Race, La Porte County,
2021-2024

P

m White = All Other Races

Note. The White category includes decedents identified as White (n = 132). Because the number of deaths among individuals identified as
Black, Asian, Native American, or other racial groups was small (combined n = 19), these groups were combined into an All Other Races
category. This aggregation was done to protect decedent confidentiality when reporting the number of deaths.

Drug Found on Toxicology Cases Found  Percentage of Total
Screen Cases
Fentanyl 108 72%
Amphetamine 79 52%
Methamphetamine 79 52%
THC 42 28%
Ethanol 19 13%
Cocaine 15 10%
Heroin metabolite 9 6%

Note. Percentages may exceed 100% because multiple substances can be
present in a single toxicology report. Heroin metabolite refers to 6-
Monoacetylmorphine (Free); THC refers to Tetrahydrocannabinol.
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Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by Naloxone
Presence in Toxicology Results, La Porte County, 2021-
2024

m Naloxone Present = Naloxone Not Present

Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by Autopsy
Status, La Porte County, 2021-2024

1

®Yes =No = Unknown
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Deaths by Accidental Overdose by Day of Week, La
Porte County, 2021-2024
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B Deaths by Accidental Overdose by Day of Week, La Porte County 2021-2024

Quarterly Totals (Accidental Overdose Deaths, La Porte County, 2021-2024

Quarter Total Deaths Total Days in Period Average per Day
January — March 37 361 0.1025
April — June 40 364 0.1099
July — September 40 368 0.1087
October — December 34 368 0.0924

Note. Averages are calculated as total deaths/total days in the corresponding quarter.
Average daily accidental overdose deaths show slight month-to-month and quarterly
variation, with somewhat higher averages in the spring and summer and lower
averages in the winter. However, the differences are modest, and this pattern should
be interpreted with caution, as it may not reflect a strong or consistent seasonal effect.
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Distribution of Accidental Overdose Deaths by Time of
Death (24 -Hour Format), La Porte County, 2021-2024
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Note: The recorded time of death may not reflect the actual time of death, as the most common indicator is based on time found. As a
result, the peak of mornings being the most common death time could partially be a result of that being the most common discovery
time. Time is shown using the 24-Hour Format to alleviate confusion.

Top Three Funeral Homes, Accidental Overdose Deaths, La Porte County,
2021-2024
Funeral Home Funeral Home City Number of Cases Percent of All Cases

Ott Haverstock Michigan City 24 15.89%
Lakeview Michigan City 22 14.57%
Cutler La Porte 19 12.58%

The three funeral homes most commonly selected by next of kin following accidental overdose deaths in La
Porte County between 2021 and 2024 were located in Michigan City and La Porte. Ott Haverstock Funeral
Home (24 cases) and Lakeview Funeral Home (22 cases), both in Michigan City, accounted for the largest
shares, followed by Cutler Funeral Home in La Porte (19 cases). These patterns likely reflect factors such as
proximity to the decedent’s residence, familiarity with the funeral home, or long-standing family use.
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Accidental Overdose Deaths by Grouped Occupation Categories, La Porte County, 2021-2024

Category

Not Working/Out of Labor
Force

Homemaker/Caregiving
General Labor
Construction, Skilled

Trades, Industrial &
Transport

Food Service/Hospitality
Service & Support
Occupations

Professional / Managerial /
Self-Employed / Creative

Other

Missing

Examples from Coroner Report

Unemployed, None, N/A, Unknown, Retired, Inmate, College Student,
Disabled

Homemaker, Mother

Laborer, General Labor

Construction Worker, Construction, Electrician, Mechanic, Auto
Mechanic, Operating Engineer, Steel Worker, Boilermaker, Carpenter,
Roofer, Concrete Finisher, Painter, Handy Man, Machine Operator,
Crane Operator, Caster, Manufacturing, Factory Worker, Factory,

Truckdriver, Truck Driver, Landscaping, Landscaper, Tree Trimmer

Cook, Cook/Manager, Chef, Fast food, Food Service, Waitress,
Bartender, Housekeeper

Cashier, Customer Service, Hairdresser, Janitorial Service, Sales, CNA,
Registered Nurse, Inspector

Self Employed, Owner, Manager, Assistant Manager, Legal, Artist,
Design Engineer, Professional Executive, Representative

Warehouse Worker, Scrapping

Total

21

10

29

10

10

54

Most decedents with occupational information in their coroner’s report had histories of employment in
construction, skilled trades, industrial, or transportation work (n = 29), followed by those who were not

currently in the labor force (n = 21), which included individuals who were unemployed, disabled, retired, or
incarcerated at the time of death. Smaller groups worked in general labor positions (n = 10), food service and
hospitality (n = 10), or service and support occupations such as retail, janitorial, or personal care roles (n = 8). A
smaller number held professional, managerial, self-employed, or creative roles (n = 10). These numbers suggest
a concentration of decedents in physically demanding and lower-wage service sectors, with a portion outside the

labor force.
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Number of Accidental Overdose Deaths by Military
Status, La Porte County, 2021-2024

= Yes/Unknown = No = Missing

Note. “Yes” and “Unknown” responses were combined due to low counts to protect decedent confidentiality. “Missing” indicates that
military status was not recorded in the coroner s report.
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Recommendations for Accidental Overdose Prevention, La Porte County
1. Standardize and Strengthen Coroner Case Reporting
a. Develop a brief internal reporting guide outlining which demographic and contextual fields
should be consistently entered into the Coroner Case Management System (CMS).

i. Demographic data such as occupation/education status began appearing on more and
more reports consistently in the end of 2022 and beginning of 2023. To provide this
project and others the county would like to pursue a better understanding of priorities
year in and year out, an internal memo detailing reporting targets in terms of what is the
focus demographic data would be helpful.

b. Consider issuing an annual internal memo to clarify reporting priorities for the upcoming year.
c. Provide short annual refresher training to maintain consistency despite staffing or procedural
changes.
2. Expand Targeted Criminal Intelligence and Substance Supply Monitoring
a. Support targeted criminal intelligence efforts to better understand where illicit substances are
being sourced.
b. Along with this, detailed forensic analysis of substances looking for signatures in manufacturers
could be considered. Building a network of intelligence for city and county officials.
3. Strengthen Community-Based Social Connection and Recovery Supports
a. Expand community outreach programs that promote social connection and belonging.

i. A common theme across the narratives of accidental overdose deaths is a lack of reliable

social connections to the surrounding community or family.
b. Increase access to peer recovery coaching, community recovery hubs, and low-barrier support
resources.
c. Consider outreach partnerships with construction, skilled trades, general labor, and food service
workplaces, where many decedents with reported occupations had histories of employment.
d. Provide grief and follow-up support options for next of kin, including referrals to counseling,
peer support, or treatment resources when appropriate.
4. Increase Naloxone Access, Training, and Public Visibility
a. The most common drug to find in post-mortem toxicology screens, Fentanyl can be reversed by
prompt administration of Naloxone or Narcan.
. Continue expanding naloxone availability throughout the community is recommended.
c. Offer brief public training on overdose recognition and naloxone administration through health
department outreach, emergency services, schools, libraries, and other community settings.
d. Pair naloxone access with clear, simple guidance on how to respond during an overdose.
5. Improve Post-Overdose Follow-Up Support
a. When individuals survive an overdose, coordinate follow-up contact that includes care
navigation and support options.
b. Strengthen collaboration among EMS, healthcare providers, peer recovery organizations, and
community agencies to support linkage to services.
6. Strengthen Data Sharing and Routine Surveillance
a. Hold regular multi-agency meetings to review overdose data trends, emerging issues, and
responses.
b. Develop a brief internal dashboard or monitoring summary to support ongoing trend tracking.
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Conclusion

This analysis provides descriptive insights into accidental overdose deaths in La Porte County from 2021 to
2024, including demographic characteristics, toxicology findings, and contextual factors recorded during
coroner investigations. While the data highlight several patterns, some fields contained limited or missing
information, and findings should be interpreted with appropriate caution.

Efforts to improve reporting consistency, expand collaboration across public health and law enforcement, and
increase access to harm reduction and recovery supports may help the county continue to strengthen its
response. Ongoing coordination and data-informed planning will be important in supporting community health
and preventing future overdose deaths.
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